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Editorial

A standoff on redistricting: Albany lawmakers, vying for power, won't compromise 

March 3, 2012, 2:46 AM 

There is one thing that lawmakers in Albany seem to agree on in the deadlock over redrawing the boundaries for state and congressional legislative districts: The incumbents in the Republican-led Senate and the Democratic-led Assembly want to stay in power . . . by any means necessary. 

The Legislature is compelled once a decade to bring voting districts into some kind of conformity with the latest U.S. Census totals. In the past, this has been done through back-room political deals that fall far short of serving the best interests of voters. They only serve the best interests of the pols. 

It’s a flawed process that has come to a halt this time around for lack of political agreement, despite a lot of wheeling and dealing behind the scenes. Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s adamant refusal to go along with the same old machinations is a big reason for the stalemate. 

Lawmakers were unable to pass the necessary legislation by their self-imposed March 1 deadline. A tentative plan put forth by a legislative task force distorted Senate and Assembly districts through blatant gerrymandering, or tailoring of the boundaries to favor incumbents at the expense of challengers. 

Gov. Cuomo has rightly threatened to veto this sort of crooked redistricting if it reaches his desk.  We urge the governor to do just that. Ultimately, it might throw the process into the hands of the courts. If necessary, so be it. 

In fact, a panel of federal judges already has appointed a magistrate to develop a fair map for new congressional districts in the Empire State. This was done because the congressional primary is set for June 26, meaning candidates must begin to circulate their nominating petitions by March 20. But nobody knows yet what those districts are going to look like. 

New York’s congressional districts have to be reduced from 29 to 27. Republicans and Democrats in Albany have come up with competing proposals on how to do this. They seem to have targeted for elimination a mid-Hudson Valley district occupied by a Democratic congressman who is not seeking re-election, They also looking at redrawing lines in Brooklyn, Queens and/or Nassau County to eliminate another seat. 

If it’s left to the politicians, one Democratic and one Republican district in the state are likely to be axed. It’s the same kind of squabbling that has been going on in Albany over Senate and Assembly districts. 

The state legislative primary is scheduled for Sept. 11. Who knows at this point what those boundaries will look like? 

Gov. Cuomo favors the creation of an independent panel to draw district lines every 10 years. So do we. But the prospects for that happening in 2012 seem to be slim and none.   As for the initial redistricting proposal by the legislative task force, the governor has vowed, “If they send me those lines, those lines will be vetoed.” 

So it’s the duty of Albany’s Democrats, led by Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, and Republicans, led by Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, to agree on fair and just district lines. But don’t count on that happening any time soon. Election-year politics are getting in the way once again, much to the shame of our esteemed “leaders” up in Albany. 
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